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Comparability Act (FEPCA) became law, Bob 
has fought to have the FEPCA language en-
forced and the pay raises provided for in the 
law fully funded for federal employees. 

During the 105th Congress, Bob and I 
worked closely together on efforts to restruc-
ture the IRS and to ensure that the rights of 
both the American taxpayer and IRS employ-
ees were protected. Bob sought to make the 
employee’s voices heard in the discussions of 
how to make the IRS more customer-service 
oriented and more responsive to the needs of 
the people it serves. IRS reform continues to 
be on-track and successful. This is in large 
part because of Bob Tobias’ efforts to involve 
the employees at the agency. 

I am certain that he will enjoy many new 
successes as he pursues writing, teaching, 
and educating a new generation. I am person-
ally saddened that I will no longer be working 
with Bob on the numerous issues that affect 
the many federal employees living in the Elev-
enth Congressional District of Virginia but I 
wish Bob, his wife, and his family well as he 
pursues new opportunities. I will miss his lead-
ership, his commitment, and his expertise. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me 
in honoring Bob Tobias on his retirement as 
President of NTEU. Bob has been a tireless 
advocate for federal employees for the past 
thirty-one years, and I would like to join my 
colleagues in saluting him this evening. His 
dedication to federal employees and their 
issues is second to none. His commitment and 
leadership in the federal employees commu-
nity will be surely missed. 
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in order to honor one 
of the most productive civic leaders in the his-
tory of Dallas, Mr. Thomas Charles Unis, who 
passed away on July 17th. Mr. Unis was a 
gentleman, and an outstanding public servant. 
He was one of the best legal minds ever pro-
duced by the state of Texas. The City of Dal-
las is forever indebted to Mr. Unis for his lead-
ership, and commitment to public service. The 
loss of Thomas Unis is an incredible blow to 
Dallas. We are comforted by the fact that Mr. 
Unis led an exemplary life. 

As a man of faith, Mr. Unis was held in the 
highest regard, being designated a papal 
knight of St. Gregory by Pope Pius XII in 
1953, as well as Knight of the Holy Sepulchre, 
and a Knight of Malta. Honors were no strang-
er to Mr. Unis, as he received praise for his 
dedication to community service, as founder or 
charter member of a number of organizations 
including the Catholic Foundation, University 
of Dallas, and the Greater Dallas Community 
Relations Commission. 

Tom Unis not only had a record of commu-
nity involvement, but was also able to use an 
impressive educational background to gain 
success in his career. Mr. Unis received his 
law degree from the University of Texas and 

served in the Navy in World War II before he 
began practicing law in 1946. As a result of 
the war period, cases mounted in the District 
Attorney’s office in Dallas. Mr. Unis, a young 
prosecutor after World War II, gained experi-
ence in the office of the District Attorney, 
working on cases accumulated from the War 
period. Tom recalled in an interview that, ‘‘we 
were trying cases morning, noon, and night.’’ 
Mr. Unis’ legal career extended well into the 
1980’s, when he made his services available 
to Pennzoil, in the Pennzoil v. Texaco cor-
porate lawsuit. According to Tom, he was 
compelled to take the case because ‘‘it was 
the biggest piece of litigation that had come 
along in years.’’ Though Mr. Unis was an in-
credibly successful attorney, having a four 
decade career with the firm, Strasburger and 
Price, he devoted a substantial portion of his 
time to public service. 

Thomas Unis began his participation in the 
political realm in 1939, at the University of 
Texas, when he serenaded female students 
as part of a campaign for student office. In 
1957, nearly two decades later, Mr. Unis re-
mained involved in local politics, serving on 
the Dallas City Council. In the early 1960’s J. 
Erik Jonsson ran for mayor with the backing of 
the Dallas Citizens’ Charter Association. 
Jonsson eventually persuaded Mr. Unis to be-
come his campaign manager for the mayoral 
race. Mr. Jonsson, with Tom Unis as his cam-
paign manager, won the mayoral race, and 
ironically, Mr. Unis later became the president 
of the Dallas Citizens’ Charter Association. 
During the 1980s, Thomas Unis served on the 
Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) board as an 
appointee of the Dallas County Commis-
sioners Court. His presence on the DART 
board as well as the other associations had a 
significant impact on Dallas, which is why his 
participation was requested for a large number 
of public service endeavors. 

Mr. Unis died at the age of 81, and is sur-
vived by his wife, Dorothy and four children, 
Tom, Joseph, Cheryl, and Mary. Though the 
City of Dallas will mourn the death of Mr. Unis, 
we should remember his own words: ‘‘I’ve had 
a lot of fun all my life,’’ we should also cele-
brate his accomplishments, and the fact that 
he lived a long and memorable life. We all 
have lost an incredible person, but celebrate 
Mr. Unis’s full and successful life. 
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Clovis native Yoshito 
Takahashi. Mr. Takahashi is among the 34 re-
cipients worldwide to win a Medal of Honor 
from Japan’s Minister for Foreign Affairs. The 
award is the Order of the Sacred Treasure, 
Gold and Silver Rays for his contributions to 
improving the status of Japanese Americans 
and the promotion of judo. In this country, the 
award is typically given for promoting U.S.-
Japan relations and community service. Fif-
teen people garnered the award in the United 
States. 

Mr. Takahashi has left an indelible mark on 
healthcare in California’s San Joaquin Valley. 
He helped build the first hospital in Clovis in 
1950, and more recently participated in build-
ing a newer one. This hospital is a state-of-
the-art healthcare facility serving not only the 
Clovis area but also the nearby mountain 
communities, including Yosemite National 
Park. For his service to the community and to 
healthcare, he was given a proclamation from 
the Mayor of the city of Fresno. The Board of 
the Community Health Foundation, which Mr. 
Takahashi served on for nine years, also rec-
ognized him at their annual Community Circle 
dinner in 1996. 

Mr. Takahashi began his relationship with 
Community Hospitals of Central California 
(CHCC) when he joined the Board of Clovis 
Memorial Hospital in 1975. As a board mem-
ber, he served on the Corporate Affairs Com-
mittee, the Long-Range Planning Committee, 
and the Physicians Relations Committee. Mr. 
Takahashi also served on the Audit Com-
mittee and the Quality Assurance Committee 
at Clovis Hospital. He continued to serve on 
the CHCC Foundation Board and until 1977, 
he was a member of the Foundation Com-
mittee responsible for Finance and Asset Man-
agement. 

As he left his formal association with Com-
munity Hospitals of Central California, he left 
a relationship that started with a 40-bed hos-
pital in Clovis and ended with much more. He 
was responsible for policy and support to a 
Community Healthcare System with an annual 
operating budget of over $300 million and 
1,000 beds, reaching out to people from Mo-
desto to Bakersfield. 

Mr. Takahashi has also been active in nu-
merous community organizations and held 
various leadership positions within them. He 
has been involved with the Clovis Chamber of 
Commerce, the Clovis Unified School District 
Foundation, and the Legacy Fund for the JCL. 
Mr. Takahashi was a Fresno County rep-
resentative to the California Freestone Peach 
Association, served as past Director of the 
Clovis Rotary Club, secretary-treasurer of the 
Clovis District Coordinating Council, Director/
Founder of Clovis Community Bank, and as 
president of the Clovis Japanese American 
National Museum in Los Angeles and is an 
active member of the Fresno Buddhist Church, 
of which he has been a member for 50 years. 

Mr. Takahashi believes that participation in 
competitive sports is as important as commu-
nity involvement. He has been president of the 
Central California Amateur Union and a life 
member of the Amateur Athletic Union of the 
United States since 1974. Mr. Takahashi also 
served on the Jr. Olympic Judo Committee for 
20 years and was an officer of the Central 
California Judo Black Belt Association. 

Yoshito Takahashi has received numerous 
awards for his extensive community involve-
ment. In 1977, he was named Clovis Citizen 
of the Year. Two years later, he was inducted 
into the Clovis Citizens Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Yoshito 
Takahashi for his time and service to his com-
munity and for promoting U.S. and Japan rela-
tions. I urge my colleagues to join me in wish-
ing Mr. Takahashi, his wife, and family, many 
more years of continued success. 
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